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D 
ear Parents 

As I have caught up with individuals following internal, GCSE and A level 

exams this week I reflected that rarely have I felt more proud of Dixie stu-

dents. Whilst the COVID nasal swabs and testing kits have been fully relegated to the 

bins, the return to normal school life is still very much a work in progress, making the 

calm resilience shown by our Senior School pupils during exam week all the more re-

markable. There have of course been, and will continue to be bumps in the road, but 

the confidence, self-esteem, resilience, mutual support and kindness referred to so 

widely in our recent inspection report have been much in evidence in recent weeks, 

and particularly so in the midst of exams.  

As some of you will be aware, Mrs Billington has had some time away from school 

(we look forward to seeing her after half term) and this has given me the chance to 

spend more time than usual at the Junior School. I have been delighted by and very 

much appreciated the early morning smiles, enthusiasm and impeccable manners of 

Junior School pupils (and parents!) as I have covered the ‘meet and greet’ duty first 

thing in the day.  

We are one, not two schools and exploiting the opportunities of Senior/Junior 3-18 

collaboration is an on-going priority for us as a school.  As I write, next year’s Head 

Girl Eleanor Bee is getting her black belt in bunting and balloons (under the supervi-

sion of 10th Dan Miss Dicksee) as we prepare for our Jubilee Celebrations with pupils, 

staff, Governors and local residents later this afternoon. Last week she and Mr Mel-

lors accompanied some Year 6 pupils to present to Year 5—to answer thorny ques-

tions such as: ‘What are lessons like?’ and ‘How much homework will I get?!’.  

Following the visit, Eleanor sent me the follow-

ing by email: 

“The Year 6 pupils did a great job at presenting 

and I was really impressed with all of them. 

They did say they were nervous but when pre-

senting they all spoke loudly and with great 

confidence. The Year 5s were very eager to ask 

questions and the Year 6s were equally as excit-

ed to answer! I think they are really looking for-

ward to moving up in September now the Year 

6s have settled some of their nerves.” 

Much of this half term has been about making preparations—for senior pupils for  

exams and for us, the big events of next half term and plans for next academic year. 

The moving up days, induction, science days and bridging courses are all planned and 

further details have been sent and are included in this newsletter. Following the ap-

pointment this week of a new PE teacher in the Senior School— Mr Ben Terry from 

St. Bartholomew’s Church of England Academy, and Mrs Susan Till from Chase Ter-

race Academy as Head of German, our teaching team is fully in place for next aca-

demic year. We are currently advertising for a School Administrator (term time only), 

a Teaching Assistant for our Nursery and a part time Facilities Administrator.  If you 

know of anyone who may be interested in these roles, please encourage them to 

make contact— gilesn@dixie.org.uk .   

http://www.dixie.org.uk/
https://www.dixie.org.uk/about-us/inspection-report/
https://www.totaljobs.com/job/school-administrator/dixie-grammar-school-job97633555
https://www.totaljobs.com/job/assistant-reception/dixie-grammar-school-job97633886
https://www.totaljobs.com/job/administrator-facilities/dixie-grammar-school-job97633719
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As ever, the Business and Entre-

preneurship Award has attracted 

a broad and exciting range of en-

tries. We have two clothing 

based businesses, one new and 

one recycled, an event  

editing service, a flower pressing 

and framing  

service, a product to protect sad-

dles in transit and a business specialising in 

products for people with ginger hair.  

Students have been busy preparing their 

presentations and the Q&A session with 

judges Leigh Harrison (Dixie parent and kind sponsor of the prizes), David Wick (Dixie 

parent and Former Head Boy) and Mat Knowles (Dixie parent) will run on June 16th. 

Good luck to all! 
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Year 6 Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

Year 6 Teddy Bears’ Picnic inter-House competition received good interest with 23 

entrants wanting to take part and gain a place in the student final which is to be held 

on 30th June with the support of our sponsoring Rotary Club, Hinckley Albion. The 

competition final will involve students planning, preparing and serving a ‘picnic’ for 

two people which must include 2 varieties of cake or biscuit, 2 varieties of sandwich 

all served with a suitable drink. 

In order to select students for the 4 place final, those interested were divided into 4 

groups and asked to make cakes which were then judged anonymously by staff - the 

baker of the winning cake from each group gains a place in the final. Well done to all! 

http://www.dixie.org.uk/
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Year 7 survival day 

To celebrate the end of Year 7's DOSE 
for this year, we have planned a 
'Survival Day' on 15 June, where they 
will follow a 5-6km route down to 
Barton Road that they have planned 
themselves using OS maps and map-
ping skills in preparation for D of E in 
Year 9.  They will then put finishing 
touches to their natural shelters, cre-
ate a cooking area and tripod, light a 
fire and plan and cook their own team 
lunch over the campfire and finish a 
'outdoor selfie' challenge to try and 
win a prize for their team.  

http://www.dixie.org.uk/
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Our A level bridging course (27 

June —1 July) for Year 11 and 

those joining the Dixie for the 

Sixth Form, includes an ac-

claimed guest speaker,  team 

building challenges, research and 

study skills acquisition sessions, 

the completion of mini academic 

projects in small groups, a treas-

ure hunt and introductory ses-

sions in all A level subjects. Logis-

tics will be finalised and fully    

explained in tutor sessions at the start of the bridging course week.  
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Other Dates for your diaries: 

Monday 13th June - Year 5 Engineering Day  

Thursday 16th - Friday 17th June - Year 5 camping and sailing  

Thursday 30th June - EYFS social evening  

Thursday 7th July - EYFS Speech Day  

Friday 8th July - Years 1 - 5 Speech Day  

PTA, Upper 

Sixth and 

Alumni Ball 

http://www.dixie.org.uk/

